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Our Next Meeting 
German SIG Meeting Agenda       
for October 1. 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the AGS           

Library, 162, 14315 - 118 Avenue NW,                

Edmonton AB. 

ñOktober GenFestò  (Start at 7:00 pm)           

All members are reminded to prepare a display 

board on some aspect of their German ancestry as 

outlined in ñMy German Roots / Meine Deutschen 

Wurzelnò for June 2014. Bring your display board 

to the meeting. The doors to the AGS Library will 

be open from 6:15 pm on the night of the meeting 

for you to set up your displays. Tables will be ar-

ranged the outer edge of the library. Spaces will be 

determined on a first come / first selection basis. 

Once the meeting begins, we will take care of any 

housekeeping details. Then, we will deal visit the 

displays by doing a ñwalk aboutò. In the walka-

bout, all members will visit each display in order. 

At each display, the person who created the display 

will provide a brief explanation of the display. 

Others will be given an opportunity to study the dis-

play and then we will move on to each display until 

all have been visited. Once all displays have been 

visited (if time allows), the visitors will be able to 

ask questions about any of the displays. Photos will 

be taken of all displays. This will be followed by a 

short social.  
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From the Editor: One Man«s Journey by John Althouse 
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 This is a special issue of ñMy German Roots / Meine Deutschen Wurzelnò. It contains a single arti-

cle, ñThe Story of a Canadian From Kashubiaò. This article was written by a member of our German Spe-

cial Interest Group (SIG), Peter von Pazatka Lipinsky. This article is a significant one for several reasons 

which I will detail here. 

 While many people write family history, many of these same writers often make the very same omis-

sion in their family record, an omission that they should not make! These writers of family history often fail to 

record their personal histories, fail to tell their own stories. Here, Peter has done this neglected writing task. In 

doing so, he reminds us of the need for each of us to do this. After all, who is better able to tell oneôs personal 

stories than the person who has lived them? Peter also provides with a model of what such a story can be. 

There is significance in each of our life stories and this makes it essential that each of us write our own.  

 This biography presents a number of histories. It tells a tale of a significant historic period, a tale of 

past times, a tale of a homeland lost, a tale of immigration, a tale of new beginnings, and a tale of adapting to 

a new environment. These are all components of Peterôs personal history. It is ñlife storiesò and ñlife histo-

riesò such as these that we all must be remember, research, and record in order that they may be preserved. If 

these tales are lost, we lose a significant part of our heritage and our past. It is important to know and come to 

understand our families and our heritage if we hope to understand ourselves. When we lose part of our herit-

age or even more regrettably should our heritage be lost, we lose an avenue that can guide us to greater per-

sonal understanding, an understanding of who we are. 

 Doing this is not always as easy as it may at first appear. Even taking a life story from idea to publica-

tion may prove to be a complicated journey. ñThe Story of a Canadian From Kashubiaò illustrates the perils of 

a writerôs journey well. The story was not handed to the author. He did retain parts of the story and an interest 

in knowing more. However, it is one that he would spent decades researching. It has taken him afar in search 

of the resources that he has needed to fill in the gaps in order to provide a more complete version of events. In 

the course of this research, he has become familiar with a variety of resources. More importantly, he has met 

people who have provided him with direction and assistance along the way. Peter has come to regard these 

individuals as a friends. His experience should help us realize that the best genealogy is often done not alone 

but through interacting with others as for example we do regularly in our special interest group. 

 Even the writing of this work took a rather convoluted path. Peter notes that his best ñworking lan-

guageò is now English. However, when he went to submit the article to ñNasze Korzenieò a journal of the 

Kashubian Institute in Poland, they had no one who could adequately translate the English text. However, 

they had someone available who could translate it from German. So, Peter set to work rewriting his history in 

German and then sent it off to Poland where it was translated into Polish. This Polish translation of the story  
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appeared in ñNasze Korzenieò in 2012. Then, the Society for German Genealogy in Eastern Europe 

(SGGEE) became interested in Peterôs story and also decided to publish it. So, the story was translated from 

Polish back to English. Peterôs story of his roots and his life appeared in the SGGEE Journal split between 

two issues 2013 and 2014. The article had come full circle passing through three languages in the course of its 

journey, a journey which mirrors Peterôs journey. It is at this point that the author offered this article to ñMy 

German Rootsò for publication. The version in this issue uses the SGGEE translation. The formatting has 

been adjusted to fit this publication. In a discussion with the author, it was noted that so far no complete Eng-

lish version of this biography has been published. So, this issue will present ñThe Story of a Canadian From 

Kashubiaò in its entirety. The author has graciously provided a number of additional photographs which to 

this point have not appeared in any other version of this story.  

 Peterôs story is about his Kashubian roots who are the Kashubians and where did they live? According 

to an article on Peterôs website (http://members.shaw.ca/lipinsky, he states, ñ In all of West-Prussia, the 

Kashubians accounted for approximately 4% of the total population. The Kashubians are of Slavic descent, 

but they are not Polish or German.ò In the same article, he also notes an effort to preserve his ancestral her-

itage that has recently been positive, ñIn the last 30 years or so, strong efforts have been made by the Polish 

government to preserve the Kashubian heritage. The óKaszubskieô museum in Bytow reflects this commit-

ment.ò 

  While few of the readers of this newsletter will have Kashubian heritage, there are several facet of the 

article contained in this edition that should speak to every person with roots in Eastern Europe. There are sev-

eral message imbedded within this story that are significant for any genealogist examining his Eastern Euro-

pean roots and by extension to any genealogist. It notes that the Second World War resulted in significant em-

igration both voluntary and forced. This up rooting of peoples has been instrumental in placing a number of 

cultural heritages in peril making it essential that individuals and groups act to preserve them before they to-

tally vanish. Already significant portions of the documentation related to Eastern Europe has been destroyed. 

It is essential to keep such threatened heritages alive if future generations are to understand who they are. 

 Peterôs history is also one that brings past and present together harmoniously. It reflects on the 

ñimmigrant experienceò one of adaptation and at the same time one which has ties to the past as the immi-

grant acts as the bridge between two worlds. It is essential to understand the importance that the emigration / 

immigration has had in shaping each of our families. Our immigrant ancestors embarked on a quest. Did they 

find ñtheir grailò at the end of their quest?  

 This history serves as a graphic reminder for those of us who write or plan to write family history. We 

need to tell not only the stories of long-dead ancestors but also our own. This is a significant piece of family 

history that many family historians do not write. Peter has done this necessary and important piece of family 

history writing. Have you started the journey to record your life history? Who is better to tell your story than 

the person who lived its events and felt most directly their impact? YOU! Remember, ñThe journey of a thou-

sand miles begins with a single step.ò Take Peterôs lead and begin writing your personal history today!  
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Peterôs great grandfather was born in this village Glisno. 


